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SUPPORT A STRONG, CLIMATE CHANGE-
RESILIENT USA

Every year, the threats posed by climate change are becom
ing more apparent, with 2012 being the hottest year on record.
The U.S; experienoed extreme drought, wildfires in the West,
Superstorm Sandy in the East which left New York City in a
state of emergency and much of the Midwest without power
for weeks.

In addition to more frequent and extreme weather events, doc
tors, nurses and other health experts have linked rising tem
peratures to increased smog—the cause of aggravated asthma
attacks, permanent damage to lung tissue, and other lung and
cardiac effects. In the U.S., child ren, the elderly, people of color
and the low-income are at the greatest risk of harm.

These findings, among others, led the EPA to conclude In 2009
that climate change endangers public health and welfare and
that greenhouse gas emissions, particularly carbon poliuticn
must be controlled. The agency went on to propose a rule to
control carbon pollution from the largest source: coal-fired
power plants. It is past time forthe so-called New Source
Perfcrmance Standard for new plants to be finalized and the
EPA should, in addition, tackle carbon pollution from existing
sources without delay. Congress should not stand in the way,
but rather provide appropriate EPA oversight that will only help
communities thatare in harm’s way.

Please OPPOSE all efforts to prevent the EPA
from finalizing greenhouse gas emissions

standards for new and existing power plants.

IMPROVE AIR QUALITY: SUPPORT THE EPA’S

EFFORTS TO REDUCE SMOG AND SOOT

National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAOS} are required
by the Clean Air Act to address pollutants considered the
most harmful to public health and the environment The Act
requires that these health-based standards be reviewed every
five years to ensure they are based on the best available sci
ence. Limits on ozone and soot pollution, simply tell us hew
safe the air is to breathe and communities around the country
deserve to know if their air Is harmful to their health.

SMOG (OZONE POLLUTION)
in 2010, the Obama Administration failed to update ozone stan
dards. Current ozone limits do not adequately protect human
health within a margin of safety. in March 2013, EPA and the
Administration again missed the deadline to review and update
ozone pollution limits.
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For HEALTHY AIR
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Ozone pollution, often called smog,rfcrms when contaminants
emitted by coal-fired power plants, automobiles, and industrial
facilities combine in the presence of sunlight and heat The cur
rent ozone standard of 75 ppb still poses many health risks—es
pecially for children and senior citizens. These risks include:

• Asthma attacks; extendad expcsur causes new cases in
previously healthy people

• Reduced lung function; wheezing and coughing; permanent
damage to lung tissue

• Increased treatment or hospitalization of people with lung
diseases, such as asthma and chronic obstructive pulmo
nary diseases (COPe), emphysema and chronic bronchitis

• increased risk of heart arrhythmias and heart attacks

• Decreased in utero fetal development and an increase in low
birth weight babies

Premature death

n

Other grcupa at risk include COiC with lung disease and iridi
viduals who work outdoors. Lowering pollution standards to fit
within the range recommended by EPA’s independent scientific
advisors (60-7oppb} will save the public approximately $13 bil
lion dollars In avoided health costs with this figure rising to a po
tential $100 billion at the strongest limit of 60 ppb. This estimate
transiates from 4,000 to 12,000 lives saved each year.

Please OPPOSE all efforts to block or delay

EPA from following the law and setting health-

protective limits on ozone pollution.

SOOT (H NE PARTICULATE MATTER/PM2,5)

EPA finalized more protective health standards in December2012.

EPA tightened limits on soot—the most widespread deadly
pollutant—by 20 percenL According to EPAprojecticns, the
strengthened standard of 12 micrograms per cubic meter will be
met by virtually all jurisdictions in 2020 and will save 15,000 lives
every year. (American Lung Association).

fr Please OPPOSE any effort to block
implementation of this finalized standard to

curb dangerous soot emissions.

(‘áiSTATES UNITED FOR HEALTHY AIR
( We Are Doctors, Tribal Leaders, Nurses, Clergy, Labor Leaders & Parents United

\ Because All of Us Have a Right to Live in Clean, Healthy and Safe Communities
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I can never fully convey the helpless, hordfic sensation ofAs the mother of an asthmatic 365 Days a Year on All of Your
Zappos® Purthaseswatching your child sbiiggle to kelce a single breath. For me, poJlution is more personal
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Opraha Pavorits cake

Order one of Oprah’s Favorite
Thisgsl Moist &Tarrgy with a
Flavor of Key Urna Order Now!

Like 8,379 people like Food’,Oirect.

Paris Manhattan

r

See Wondy Allen in PARIS-
MANHATTAN now playing at
Tower Theatre & Regal South1Beadi 18!

323 people like Paris Manhatten.
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